
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
 5th May, 2024

First Reading Acts 10:25-48
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name

On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshipped him. But
Peter made him get up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.” And as he talked
with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; and he said to them,
“You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a
Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.
So when I was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for
me?” Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was
praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me.
He said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been
remembered before God. Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is called
Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ Therefore I sent
for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us
are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you
to say.”

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third
day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the
water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
invited him to stay for several days.
This is the word of the Lord.  + Thanks be to God.
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps. 98(97)
Response: The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

1. Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
have brought salvation. + 

2. The Lord has made known his
salvation;
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel.  + 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth,
ring out your joy.  + 

Second Reading 1 Jn 5:1-5
A reading from the First Letter of John
The victory that conquers the world is our faith.

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this,
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers
the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God?
This is the word of the Lord.  + Thanks be to God.
 
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia! Alleluia! Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn. 15:9-17
a A reading from the holy gospel according to John

A person can have no greater love than to lay down their life for their friends.

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide
in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my
friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my
Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him
in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord  + Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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